Sir Robert Hutchison has written and lectured and published books*, some in the best-seller class, for over 50 years. After working in chemistry and physiology and making some interesting researches into the thyroid gland, his arrival in London and in clinical medicine gave him the opportunity for which his qualities best suited him-of teaching. From the days in 1896 when in the residents' quarters in The Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, he planned and executed with Harry Rainy their ' Clinical Methods ' the place of teaching grew in his thoughts and in his life. He has taught by the spoken and the written word, students, undergraduates, and postgraduates, practising doctors in their local medical societies, and, in unobtrusive fashion, the public. He has taught his consultant colleagues by making them write in his 'Index of Treatment'. Many of his published articles and some of his best books are in lecture form. They hold no smell ofthe lamp, but they have style. He could speak and write easily, clearly and with a dry native humour.
He was interested in every new thing, but what was new was always suspect and had to pass stern tests set by a keen and critical mind before being accepted into the body of his teaching knowledge. All new ideas had to give the acceptable password, truth, to this ever alert and common sense sentry.
Those who read recorded in these writings how he received a half a century of innovations will learn to respect his shrewd, sound, judgment, intelligent, balanced, wellinformed, and accurate.
To the reader of the future a study of these writings will reveal a man cast in a large mould, conservative yet forward looking, keeping his own yard-stick and his own integrity in a world of changing values, more interested, perhaps, in the doctor than the patient. Such a reader will find few words addressed to him, for Sir Robert Hutchison laboured for his fellows, albeit two whole generations of them. It was to them that he spoke more than to posterity. * Some items have certainly been omitted, but it is hoped that none are important. Translations of books or papers have not been included. 
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